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near the immigration hostel in Preston.
 Jim immediately took to Australia, 

where the noticeable lack of class distinctions 
and the abundance of opportunity enabled 
him to progress in his career in footwear – 
and particularly 
enabled him 
to rise to the 
highest levels 
of soccer 
refereeing.

After 
two years in 
the Nissen hut, Jim and Betty bought land 
at Chirnside Park. At that time, there were 4 
houses built in the area. 

By 1968, they had built their home 
and moved in – with Jim eventually finishing 
his working life at Holeproof Jiffies.  

 In the meantime, Jim continued 
refereeing hundreds of soccer games, and in 
1967 he was invited to seek reclassification 
as a Grade 1 referee. By 1968, he was 
refereeing Grade 1 games in the top State 
League.

"...500 angry spectators 
spilled onto the pitch – only to face 
a group of Navy players determined 
to protect the ref."  

Games weren’t always without 
challenge and controversy. He remembers 
officiating between precariously positioned 
top team Hercules and lowly Navy. With five 
minutes to go, Jim awarded a match-winning 
penalty to Navy. Suffice it to say that 500 

angry spectators spilled onto 
the pitch – only to face a group of Navy 
players determined to protect the ref.

Jim’s ‘golden’ years in the sport came 
between the ages of 40-45, when fitness and 
experience peaked. Between 1973-75, he 
refereed the top three Cup Finals in the State 
League – the State League Final in 1973, the 

Dockerty Cup Final in 1974, and in 1975, 
the Ampol Cup Final. 

It wasn’t so surprising, then, that in 
1976 Jim was appointed to FIFA’s referee 
list, where he served until reaching the age 

of 46 – the retirement age 
for most FIFA referees. 

During these 
‘golden’ years, Jim was 
appointed as one of the 
first group of 10 referees 
selected to officiate for 
the newly established 

National League. 
His biggest and best game for the 

National League was his last game at that 
level. That his peers agreed is supported by 
his score of 9.6 on the inspector’s sheet.

The game was held before 17,000 
supporters at Hindmarsh Stadium in 
Adelaide in 1978, where the biggest soccer 
crowd recorded at that venue to that date 
gathered to watch Adelaide Juventus play 
Adelaide Hellas. 

Being the final game of the season, 
Hellas needed at least a draw to win the 
League. The atmosphere was lively as Greek 
supporters of Hellas tried to drown out the 
Italian supporters of Juventus.

Jim recalls that during the first 10 
minutes of the game, he awarded a penalty 
to Juventus, who scored. As the game 
progressed, so did the tension, until with just 
5 minutes to go, Hellas scored the equaliser. 

Both teams were satisfied with the 
outcome. Hellas had won the League for 
1978; Juventus had played a gallant game.  

With 30 years experience as a Grade 
1 referee, Jim still prepares for, and referees 
each game as if it were a cup final. He 
prides himself with the large number of good 
friendships built up with former players as a 
consequence of years of impartial, but firm 

officiating. 

"With 30 years experience 
as a Grade 1 referee, Jim still 
prepares for, and referees each 
game as if it were a cup final."

In 1981 Jim was appointed as an 
inspector of refereeing and continues to 
meet many players who he has refereed. He 
regularly relishes the opportunity to enjoy 
their friendship with a quiet beer or meal and 
a yarn.

For many years, Jim has served the 
soccer fraternity in other ways. He is a 
past-President of the National Association 
of Referees. He’s served as the President of 
the Amateur League for a period of 16 years. 
He’s been awarded 4 Life Memberships of 
soccer organisations. For many years he’s 
been involved with the training of referees 
and the monthly examining of new referees. 
For 10 years he’s been the chairman of the 
training committee.

He says: Sports have always been my 
love. I’ve always been fit. I like to do my 
best. I want to help people take up sport – to 
get active rather than drinking or drifting into 
drugs.

This March, Jim will turn 76. He 
continues to referee some games each week. 
His ambition is to referee until he turns 80. 

Jim, we wish you well. Thank you for 
yours – and your family’s –generosity in the 

service to others that you’ve offered 
with such dedication and passion 

for a lifetime! We also hope that your 55th 
wedding anniversary marks one of the best 
celebrations of family and 
friends that you and Betty can 
remember!

Randall Bourchier

Mooroolbark!  Have you visited your new community website?
Let us know how we can help your organisation to publicise 
itself more effectively on this site.

mooroolbark.org.au
an initiative of MAP Mooroolbark

I met Jim Dixon on the Mooroolbark train 
bound for the Melbourne Commonwealth 
Games in 2006. He’s a gregarious, 

energetic, talkative man – and so the trip 
passed quickly and pleasantly. I discovered 
that he’s a very accomplished man, too 
– and by spending some time with him 
recently, I’m able to bring you something 
of his life story – a life, which included 
international recognition of his soccer 
refereeing excellence when Jim was 
appointed a FIFA1 referee.

Jim was born in the Lake District in 
England in 1932. His mother moved away 
from his father’s family farm, where she’d 
worked as an 18-year-old dairymaid before 
becoming pregnant. So, although Jim has 
never met his father, he had the opportunity 
to meet some of his relatives for the first time 
in 2000 during a trip back to England.

For the first five years of his life Jim’s 
grandmother reared him, whilst his mother 
- Bella - worked to support herself. When 5 
(1937), Jim went to live with her and his 
stepfather – Harry Bowers in Cockermouth. 

He started school at 4, and after being 
promised a bike if he qualified for Grammar 
school at age 11, he attended the Grammar 
school until age 16, after which he joined 
his mates working at Millers – a local shoe 

factory that had relocated from London to the 
Lake District at the outbreak of World War 2.

Jim worked at Millers for 18 years 
as a clicker2. Becoming a clicker takes a 
5 year apprenticeship in Australia, but is 
simply learned on the job in England. Jim 

1  The Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) 
is an association governed by Swiss law founded in 1904 and 
based in Zurich. It has 208 member associations and its goal, 
enshrined in its Statutes, is the constant improvement of football. 
FIFA employs some 280 people from over 30 nations and is 
composed of a Congress (legislative body), Executive Committee 
(executive body), General Secretariat (administrative body) and 
committees (assisting the Executive Committee) http://www.fifa.
com/aboutfifa/federation/index.html

2  A shoe worker who cuts leather into the pieces that are later 
sewn together to make the shoe upper.

had ambitions to become a foreman, but 
company policy insisted on importing their 
foremen from Lancashire, perhaps to stifle 
any local jealousies. 

"He remembers standing in 
ration queues (ration books in 
hand) at 6am before school."

Prior to his time at the factory, Jim 
combined studies, occasional farm work 
and his passion for sport throughout the 
war years. He remembers standing in ration 
queues (ration books in hand) at 6am before 
school. The family also cared for two extra 
children who were evacuees from Newcastle, 
where bombing was a constant threat. 
Between 1939-46, his stepfather served 
overseas with the army, and not long after 
his return, he succumbed to meningitis and 
died aged 39. Other deaths followed in the 
family, and within six years, Jim had also 
lost his grandmother and his mother, who 
died from a blood disorder when she was 
46. Prior to her death, she had worked long 
hours to support the family at a number 
of jobs held concurrently. One was at a 
local munitions factory, where she narrowly 
escaped death during an explosion that killed 
40 workers. Other jobs included cleaning the 

town cinema 
and morning domestic work at a local hotel.

During his 18 years at the shoe factory 
Jim met his wife of 55 years this March – 
Betty. She worked the skiving3 machine! 
They danced each Saturday evening – were 
engaged when Betty turned 18 – and 
married a week short of Jim’s 21st birthday, 
when Betty was 19. Less than three years 
later their boys – Reg and Ray had been 
born.

Jim’s love of sport saw him playing 
rugby for the school on Saturday mornings 

3  A technique used to trim leather with a knife to a fine 
feather edge and produce a scarf joint.

and soccer for Cockermouth in the 
afternoons. 55 players vying for 11 places 
within the team made team selection cut-
throat – but Jim played as an attacking 
midfielder for the team – and later, because 
of his speed, on the wing.

His fleetness of foot led him into some 
professional running races between the ages 
of 15-18. He recalls competing against 
backmarker ‘Barney’ Ewell – a US athlete 
who won gold and silver medals at the 1948 
Olympics. Jim recalls Ewell giving him 11 
yards start and still beating him over 100 
yards.

In 1960, Jim took a soccer-refereeing 
course, passed the exam and transitioned 
from playing soccer to refereeing. Before 
immigrating to Australia in 1965, he 
qualified as a Grade 2 referee.

Moving to Australia lured the 
family by offering better opportunities for 

advancement. Jim 
remembers leaving a snow-covered Gatwick 
airport on the £10 immigration scheme - and 
after a 36 hour flight, arriving in Melbourne 
one Friday where temperatures of 103, 104 
and 100ºF assaulted the family during the 
next three days.

By the following Tuesday, in spite of 
Betty’s threat to return home following her 
discovery of a tribe of cockroaches in the 
subdivided Nissen hut where they had been 
accommodated, the two boys had started 
school and Jim and Betty had jobs to start 

Not bad for a ‘clicker’!
"Sports have always been my 

love. I’ve always been fit. I like to 
do my best. I want to help people 
take up sport – to get active rather 
than drinking or drifting into drugs."

Jim Dixon
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Growing up in Wharburton and spending much of his early days 
in the Lilydale / Chirnside Park area James Holden had no idea, 
at the time, that in years to come he would establish his own 
business in Mooroolbark.

In February 2007 James and wife, Kathryn bought out 
G.Gees Printing Company – situated at 49 Manchester Road. 
After one full year there they are quietly confident in the future 
of their business as they stamp their mark on it.

James is a qualified printer by trade who has had 
extensive experience in the industry including significant 
managerial roles.  Kathryn attends to all of the accountancy 
and administrative tasks and sister, Olivia, assists part time in 
the shop – a real family affair.

All at G.Gees are committed to providing a professional 
and comprehensive printing service catering for all needs.  

Shop 14 No 91 Brice Ave Mooroolbark 
For many regular clients, a visit to Zodiac is 

as much a social “pick-me-up”  as an opportunity 
to attend to all the required hair  
and beauty needs. 

Di and her team are well known for their 
warm hospitality as they offer tea/coffee, and 
the famous shortbreads and provide a ready and 
sympathetic ear.  Over the years, long term clients 
and staff have shared many aspects of their life 
and family experiences through their chatting 
together.  

Di. Pinkerton, the owner of the business, has 
spent all of her working life in the hair and beauty 
business. She worked for many years in Zodiac 
when it was in Manchester Road, Mooroolbark. 
Eventually, she bought the business for herself and 
eight years ago moved to their current premises in 
Brice Ave.

It is all very much a family affair as Di. 
bought the business from her sister and each 
have children who now work in the industry.  Di,s 
daughter Emma works with her on Saturdays 
but during the week she works at a hairdressing 
academy in the city, as a qualified teacher of 
hairdressing.  Jacki and Julie have been with Di at 
Zodiac for some years and are highly valued staff.

Services Provided
In addition to all aspects of hairdressing, Zodiac 
provides services in Eyelash Perming, Waxing, 
Lash/brow Tints, Nails and Ear-piercing.

Why not call in to the shop or ring Di on 
9726 7396 to experience the Zodiac style of 
service.

Last  
season the 

“Barkers” junior club 
had a total of 239 young 

people competing in 16 
teams. The age groups ranged from under 
8 to under 18 years, and included two girls’ 
teams.

The club is affiliated with the Football 
Federation of Victoria which arranges fixtures 
for various clubs and leagues throughout 
Melbourne and surrounding areas.

Home games are played at Esther Park 
Reserve, Esther Cres, Mooroolbark.

For “away” games, parents who wish to 
do so, form car pools for transport.

The new season is coming up 
fast with the first game for the year 
being scheduled for April 27th.  

Anyone interested in the Junior 
club, and wanting to find out more 
is invited to contact Karin Fatur on 
9736 4891.

Introduction for younger Children

Through a program called “Small Sided 
Games” young children are encouraged to 
develop an interest in soccer and to begin to 
attain ball-skills at an early age. This program 
is for children in the under 6 to under 8 age 
groups. Teams are formed with only 5 or 6 
per side with the emphasis on getting every 
child involved and focusing on “fun and 
learning” rather than competition – scores are 
not recorded. These games take place every 
Saturday morning.

“Rooball” is another skills program 
run by the club – this time for children in the 
Under 9 to Under 10 age groups. Once again, 
the emphasis is on fun and skills development 
but the games are now played with full teams 
and scores are kept.  However, the results are 
not recorded on a competitive ladder.

“Further Skills Development for the 
Older Age Groups” The current committee 
has plans for the further skills 
development programs in the 
future – offering additional 
weekly training opportunities to 
committed young players.

Around 200 families are 
currently involved in the club, 
in some cases for quite some 
years.  A number speak of the 
life-long friendships that have 
developed between the young 
players and between family 
groups as they come together 
to participate in the activities of 
the local club.

Special relationships are often formed 
between players and their parents and the 
volunteer coaches who devote so much 
time and effort to looking after their teams 
throughout the year. A big thank you to those 
generous volunteers who do the coaching 
work each season, and also to the hard 
working team managers.

The current Committee has 14 
members committed to giving all young 
players in their care the best possible 
opportunities in the 2008 season. Work is 
well underway to prepare the club-rooms for 
the new season and to attend to the myriad 
of details involved in ensuring that the season 
runs smoothly. Obtaining sponsorships, 
special days, fund-raisers and providing 
weekly canteen facilities are just some of 
the additional tasks that the committee is 
responsible for.

One committee member reflected that 
at times, it can all seem 
to be a somewhat weighty 
load, but the motto of the 
committee in recent years 
has been “We are doing it 
all for the Kids – that’s all 
that matters”. 

With that sort of 
attitude of service the 
successful future of the 
Mooroolbark Junior Soccer 
Club seems to be well 
assured.

Best wishes to 
everyone at M.J.S.C. for the 
2008 season.

The exercise to music sessions 
are most popular activities at our 

local Seniors Club. Each session goes 
for half an hour. They are conducted 
twice each week, on Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings. The accompanying 
photograph was taken at a recent 
Tuesday group with 40 people 
participating. Club President, Terry 
Charity explains that the sessions are 
structured so that each person can work 
at their own level of effort – as they 
feel comfortable.  The exercise session 
is followed up with a morning tea and 
social time together – all for the princely 
sum of 50c.

An additional exercise group 
(Tai Chi ) is conducted on Saturday 
mornings.

The Mooroolbark club offers a 
range of activities throughout the week 
from Monday to Saturday. All at very 

Mooroolbark Community Bank Branch         Bendigo Bank
Supporting The Local Community.

TM

 

M
Mooroolbark Junior Soccer Club

Exercise Classes 

G. Gees
printing company

Zodiac 
hair & beauty

Services Include:
Corporate Stationary•	
Brochures•	
Newsletters•	
Invoice/Quotation books•	
Flyers-Community Groups•	
Letterheads •	
Menus•	
Business•	
Business cards (any size)•	
Raffle Tickets •	
All General Printing.•	

For quotes or advice on print matters, contact James on  
9727 4888 or email to ggprint@hotkey.net.au

A very popular activity at... Mooroolbark Senior Citizens Club

Di, Emma, Julie & Jacki

reasonable prices.  Activities include: Indoor bowls, Snooker, Cards, 
Art Classes, Regular New Vogue Dances and monthly Mixed dances 
(New Vogue, Old-Time and Modern Sequence) and special luncheon 
days.

A range of special activities, trips and tours are offered each 
year. Current plans for the early part of this year include: A Tramboat 
(River Cruise) day; A Six Day Trip to Bateman’s Bay; A visit to the 
Queen Victoria Market and the Casino, and an Easter Concert.

Mooroolbark Senior Citizens committee receives a grant from 
the shire each year and also raises extra money through hall hire  
(Three Line dancing groups use the hall during the week), and 
other small fundraisers.  Funds are used to provide services and to 
subsidize costs for members. The Annual membership charge is just 
$6.00.

If you would like to know more about this very friendly club 
or any of its activities, you are invited to call in at the clubrooms in 
Brice Ave, near the Community Centre or ring and talk to a club/
committee member on 9726 7095.
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Do you remember this 
photograph from the December 
2007, Issue 22 of Living Today 
in Mooroolbark?

The man’s name is Billy Scales 
– and whilst speaking with his 
granddaughter – Nellie Black 

(who is 94 not out), we uncovered some rich 
stories about our regional history.

But, first, apologies to any readers 
who, in reading How ‘Squizzy’ Taylor Helped 
the English settle Mooroolbark may have 
thought the photo of Billy Scales depicted 
that well-known Melbourne gangster – 
‘Squizzy’ Taylor.

Billy Scales moved to his Mooroolbark 
hut following the sale of the family home in 
Ringwood after Grandma Scales moved to 
Richmond to live with one of their daughters. 

Nellie recalls his visits to her parents’ 
home in Anderson Street, Lilydale.

"He used to walk to Lilydale to get his 
pension. That was a fair hike. He’d be in his 
70s. He’d stay for one night or two with dad. 
He felt very welcome at home. He thought 
the world of his three granddaughters – I 
was the baby of the family and had two 
sisters. Isabell was the eldest, then Rita.

Billy used to enjoy going to Yering so 
that he could fish for blackfish and eels. He 
loved his fishing.

He could sing and dance, play tin 
whistle and concertina, and he used to walk 

around without his shoes on. He was terrific. 
I was just a little girl. He was a lovely old 
grandfather."

When younger still, Nellie recalls 
visiting her grandparents in the original 
Ringwood home opposite where the 
Maroondah Hospital is currently situated.

I can remember being down at their 
house in Ringwood. "Of course in those 
days there was no water laid on, and they 
had these three big tanks and one was for 
the cooking, one for the washing – and 
one was for something else… I’d been to 
the toilet – and we were taught that when 
we’d been to the toilet we had to wash our 
hands. And what did I do? I came up and 
washed my hands in the tap that was for the 
cooking. And did Granny growl at me! And 
then, I wanted a drink of water. (My dad had 
bought a set of crockery for his parents from 
his first paycheck.) I went to the sideboard 
and took a cup and saucer – and she 
growled at me again. 

In the end, I said I wasn’t going back 
there ever any more – she’s too crabby. 
But dad took me down one Sunday around 
Easter time. He said: ‘Granny won’t be 
crabby.’  Well! She gave me a little hen and 
egg – sitting on a nest. It was lovely – and 
I ate it. And when I got home, what did I 
have? I had a toothache. It was terrible. 
Nothing could go right.

I was very sorry when she died. It was 
just before my first child was born. And that 
would have been the first great grandson of 
a Scales."

Of her own family, Nellie recounts: 
"Dad (George) was one of three brothers – 
Teddy (Edward) and Fred (Frederick). Fred 
was killed during the construction of the 
Silvan Dam.

Dad cut wood and sent it to 
Melbourne to Nobles. That was a firm in 
Burnley. He’d fell the timber in Wandin 
and then split it for firewood. He had 2-3 
men working for him, cutting wood. It was 
horse and dray in those days and Dad would 
take the wood down to Lilydale station from 
Wandin and send it away in rail trucks 
hauled by a steam engine. 

Mine was a lovely, happy childhood. 
We had wonderful parents. 

We went to Lilydale State School and later, 
they built the High School in the grounds 
until its relocation to its current site. 

My mother was a great football person 
– oh, was she! And of course, it was all 
Lilydale! She used to have a stick. She’d 
been known to go after other teams with a 
stick. 

Dad was always in work. They were 

good savers – and therefore able to 
help others. Doing good for people in 
the community. That’s what my parents 
were. They were always out helping other 
people. Putting food in their homes, 
buying clothes for them, helping."1

Due to ill health, Nellie’s school 
days ended when she was 14. In time, 
she worked as a dental nurse at the 
Lilydale practice of Dr. Lane.

"My husband – Joe Black – was 
one hell of a good husband.

He started as a pastry cook and 
later worked for the MMBW. He played 
footy for Warburton."

When Nell and Joe started 
going out, her father gave him a job at 
Black’s Quarry – between Lilydale and 
Coldstream.

They were already married when 
the business failed in the 30s and the 
workers were laid off. Joe went to work at 
Cave Hill Quarry where he had a terrible 
accident in October 1948. 

The man that did the blasting 
asked Joe to go and bring some 
detonators to him. He went over and 
got them for him. The powder monkey 
said: ‘Would you open the tin?’ And my 
husband had never seen detonators and 
he said ‘all right’ – and a thunderstorm 
caused the detonators to ignite – taking 

both his hands.
He nearly died. They took him up to 

the Lilydale hospital in an unregistered 
new truck and he told me that as he 
went through the town he looked to see 
if I was there shopping.

They rang my sister to tell us 
where he was, and that he was very 
bad and to get me down there. And her 
husband, and dad – and our eldest son 
Kevin, then 18, went down. My mother 
said: ‘Nellie – don’t break down, and ask 

1  In later years, Nellie’s sons - Kevin and Allen were 
actively involved with the Lilydale CFA. Kevin was brigade 
captain between 1957-77.

the Lord to help you, and He will help 
you, Nellie.’

When I saw him at St. Vincents, 
I kissed him and said: ‘Don’t you dare 
leave us!’

He got over it. He had artificial 
arms when he was able to. And all 
he got for losing his hands, losing 
his hearing and being knocked about 
terrible in the chest was £1225. We 
still had two children to rear, but we 
managed.

Joe drew his quota of stares and 
comments, especially when people 
noticed his empty suit sleeves, but 
Nellie recalls – the people of Lilydale, 
they were terrific. They put on benefit 
concerts for us. That’s how we survived. 
There were no disability pensions in 
those days.

In later years, they read about the 
much greater damage payments received 
by people losing both arms – and Nell 
joked: Why didn’t you wait? And Joe 
said: ‘I should have, shouldn’t I?’

He used to dig his garden (when 
he got his artificial arms), mow the 
lawn, paint the house – do everything. 
I said to him one day that I couldn’t do 
something… and he looked at me and 
said: “Nellie there’s no such thing as 
‘can’t do’.” And he was right. 

He will always be my best friend, 
he was the best husband and my 
children’s best dad - good father-in-law, 
and grandfather.

As he was dying, he said to the 
children – Kevin, Allen and Valmai: ‘Your 
mother’s going to have lonely nights. 
Watch over her.’"

Nellie, thankyou for sharing stories 
from your life. We can all learn from your 
example of courage, perseverance and 
family commitment.                       

Randall Bourchier

Kids Activities, Exhibitions, 
Rock Concerts, Workshops...

Throughout the year there is always 
something new happening for the community to get 
involved in at the Mooroolbark Community Centre.  
A wide range of events are on offer including 
rock concerts, art exhibitions, school holidays 

performances and workshops.  There is something 
for everyone to play with or experience. 

The Lounge Sessions are monthly, chilled out 
and relaxed rock live music gigs, where local bands 
and musicians perform original music and cover 
songs.  Every month we program different musicians 
and styles of music from acoustic, rock, metal, to 
alternative music.  The Lounge Sessions happen on 
the last Friday of each month commencing at 7pm. 
Entry is only $6. 

A variety of 
food and drinks 
are available at 
low prices.  We are 
always looking for 
new and talented 
bands to perform, 
so if you’re 
interested, send us 
a sample of your 
music and we’ll 
see if we can find a 
spot for you!!

After the 
launch of the Red 
Earth Gallery in 
November, we have 
programmed a 

wide range of exhibitions for the year.  This year we 
will be displaying works created by disabled artists 
from the Monkami Center, top works from local VCE 
students of 2007, the wildly popular Vintage Artists 
exhibition, plus a variety of work from individual 
artists.  

There will be an opportunity for anyone in the 
community to display their art works as part of an 
exhibition in the annual open group art competition.  
Similar to last years “In My Backyard” exhibition, 
artists will be asked to respond to a relevant theme 
to the community.  The exhibition will be judged and 
a variety of prizes will be awarded.  

As usual, there is a wide variety of arts 
workshops that will allow young and old alike to 
explore their creative talents.  Limestone sculpture, 
pottery, landscape painting, art 4 kids, mosaics and 
dance are just some of the workshops that run over 
the term.  There are also a variety of fun activities 
over the school holidays for kids to enjoy such as 
live performances, workshops and free film nights 
presented by the Mooroolbark Christian Fellowship 
and Mooroolbark Community Centre.

Its always play time at the Mooroolbark 
Community Centre, with fun activities for the whole 
family to watch or participate in.   
For more information please contact us on 9726 5488. 
Mooroolbark Community Centre, Brice Ave, Mooroolbark.

Nellie Black 94 courageous years! Get out and play!!

A lounge session in progress

Ceramics Class
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A number of Vic. State Government departments have formed a steering committee 
to work with our local council on ways to transform Mooroolbark Station into a more 
attractive, inviting, vibrant and safe community place.

You are invited to a  workshop and information session which is planned for March 
3rd at Mooroolbark Community Centre. 9.30am –12.30pm.

Ideas submitted by the community about how to transform Mooroolbark Station will 
be presented and worked through. A taskforce is being formed to guide any future 
actions.

For more information contact Mandy Black at the Shire on 9294 6464.

“If I had a magic 
wand, how 
would I change 
Mooroolbark 
Station?"

Nellie Black

Billy Scales outside his Mooroolbark hut
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Have you ever stopped and thought 
how your efforts locally can make 
a big difference to the entire 

community? If you have, you need to know 
that The Township Group is there to help 
you. 

You know a town has become a 
community when it has a group of people 
assembled just for the purpose of doing 
everything it can to make it a better place. 
That’s what Mooroolbark’s Township Group 
is all about.

Although the group is still in the 
process of prioritising the most important 
tasks it can perform for Mooroolbark in the 
coming year or so, it has a history with the 
community that is impressive in its breadth 
and depth. Ultimately, the group hopes this 
knowledge of the community it represents 
will ensure that it can be relevant to the local 
population and as responsive to local needs 
as any small group can be. 

The current Township Group arose 
from the merging of two committees: MAP 
Mooroolbark and the original Mooroolbark 
Township Group. 

MAP Mooroolbark has been operating 
for around four years now, and its purpose 
has been the creation of a website for 
Mooroolbark, providing easy access for 
anyone wanting to utilise any of the wide 
range of services offered in the community, 
and a voice for those who want to get their 
service or event publicised. 

The extensive consultation conducted 
by the MAP Mooroolbark committee, 
especially its convenor, the indefatigable and 
persuasive Randall Bourchier, means the 
MAP group has at its fingertips information 
about the needs of local businesses and 
services. During these consultations, MAP 
found that local businesspeople and service 
providers were passionate about 
the community in which they 
live, its well-being and its future. 
“I was surprised, and moved, by 
the concern many of our business 
people showed for the local area, 
the way it looks, the way it is 
developing, and its welfare. Many 
are prepared to do things to bring 
about positive change”, says 
Randall.   

The information collected 
by the MAP committee now forms 
an extensive data base which is 
not only the basis for the website, 
www.mooroolbark.org.au but also 
a valuable source of information 
about the local community. The 
committee, which was made up 
of a diverse range of people from 
a variety of backgrounds, felt it 
had achieved its purpose once 
the website was created, but 
they also felt that the information 

and experience the committee had gleaned 
should not be wasted. It was now time for 
their experience and knowledge to go to the 
next level!

Meanwhile, the Township Group was 
ticking away, and again Randall Bourchier 
was involved, along with other MAP 
members Elsie Bolwell and Andrea Higgins. 
The Township Group was formed for reasons 
similar to MAP’s, even if its outcomes 
were always bound to be different. This 
fledgling group was loosely based on existing 
models around the area, most notably an 
entity that is today known as the Mt Evelyn 
Township Improvement Committee. But of 
course, no two communities are the same. 
“Other communities’ Township groups had 
specific things that initially prompted them. 
Mt Evelyn was originally focussed on the 
difficulties of crossing Swansea Rd”, says 
George Nantes, a current Township Group 
member. Mooroolbark’s Township Group 
immediately set about defining its purpose, 
based on its knowledge of the needs of the 
Mooroolbark community. That purpose was 
broad enough to encompass most activities 
that would benefit the community, but 
specific enough to ensure that its goals would 
be achievable (see breakout box). “While we 
didn’t have a specific project, we thought it 
was a good idea to engender co-operation 
between all the groups in Mooroolbark. We 
thought a sort of overarching committee to 
get other groups involved instead of going off 
by themselves. Then you get more of a sense 
of community. We want to encourage people 
to help make Mooroolbark a safe, happy 
place to live in – do some beautification 
projects, help traders, clean up and maintain 
the area around the station, get people 
involved, and say to people ‘you’re a member 
of the community. Get involved.’ Now, with 

MAP creating the website, we have a vehicle 
to get out and communicate to the people of 
Mooroolbark.”  

George believes that community 
initiatives like Celebrate Mooroolbark or 
Carols by Candlelight will benefit from tight 
organisation and open communication from 
the start. “I see it that we don’t interfere in 
the day-to-day organisation of those groups, 
but look after certain things that are normally 
a combined effort.” George’s personal 
focus has always been on the benefits of 
community. “If you can foster a sense of 
community between all groups, where 
everyone is looking at the benefits of being 
in Mooroolbark, you cut down on a lot of 
negatives, and there’s less problems. People 
can feel safe walking from the station to their 
home of a night. They look after each others’ 
interests. I know people who have never even 
spoken to their neighbours, except maybe to 
nod to them. I grew up in Richmond, and in 
those days, on a warm night like this, people 
would be out on their front porch, or out on 
the front fence, talking. And the kids would 
be out playing. It was a very safe, secure 
thing, because we were all together.” 

In keeping with their desire to have 
as much representation on the group as 
possible – and to get things done - the 
combined Township Group consists of 
people from assorted social and professional 
backgrounds, such as Lions, the YMCA, 
church groups, Yarra Ranges Shire, the 
police, the Red Earth Cluster, local and State 
government and the Mooroolbark Traders 
Group. It aims to be as representative as 
possible, and welcomes your participation. 
One impression the group does not want to 
convey is exclusiveness, so as you read this, 
consider ways you can be involved.  

The members of the group have great 

hopes for the community of Mooroolbark. 
Elsie Bolwell, an active member of the 
community for so many decades, she can 
remember when they were herding sheep 
on Manchester Road, and who is still 
doing her best work, was involved in the 
MAP committee, and got onto the fledgling 
Township Group early.

Elsie is a quiet, gracious, but 
determined lady with an irrepressible sense 
of good fortune at living in a township like 
Mooroolbark. “I love the scenery. It’s like 
a self-contained little village, and it has a 
community atmosphere. Because we’re a 
little hub, and there’s so much to see around 
our area. From the five-ways, you can go in 
all directions. You can go up the mountain, 
or through to Warrandyte way, or up through 
Lilydale and beyond. It’s just a homely little 
place.” Like anyone, Elsie believes that 
developments like high-density living and 
factories would forever alter the character 
of the area for the worse, and she has an 
interest in keeping the “hamlet” nature of her 
little corner of the world alive. To her, there’s 
a lot to preserve, especially the spaces that 
are left. “We’re so fortunate, we have so 
much parkland around for the people to 
enjoy, especially around the shopping centre. 
It’s rare.”             

Very soon, the Group will be hiring the 
services of a consultant to assist it to come 
up with the strategic directions it needs to 
take in the next year or so, and “kick off” its 

activities. There will be a range of opinions 
on what the focus should be, but no-one can 
disagree with the group’s devotion to making 
our town a better place to be. 

Although the new Township Committee 
has done all it can to ensure it is responsive 
to the needs of the local community, it is 
always open to communication. If you believe 

there is a pressing problem in the area that 
you would like the group to find ways to 
address, please don’t hesitate to contact 
the Group on 9726 5488 (Mooroolbark 
Community Centre)

Robert Drane

The Township Group

The following principles and actions will  
inform the Statement of Purpose for the  

Mooroolbark Township Group: 

Unite local groups and resources•	
Provide a collective voice for improving the community•	

Create a sense of belonging•	
Enhance the livability, safety and beauty of Mooroolbark•	
Celebrate and achieve together to benefit the community•	
Value the facilities, services and activities already here•	

Help create an inclusive and safe environment•	
Liaise with decision-makers to promote positive change•	

Reflect the vision of Mooroolbark community•	
Set aside personal agendas•	

Foster and promote caring partnerships•	
Show a commitment to caring for those in our community•	

Who cares, wins!
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Since I live on a bush-block, early mornings include stepping out 
the back bearing sunflower seeds, bread crusts and assorted food 

scraps for The Boys: a kookaburra, brush turkey, butcher bird, lorikeet 
and currawong.

It’s a funny arrangement, really.  I look forward to satisfying 
their appetites.  Early mornings are magic in the bush—so alive and 
busy. 

The Boys?  I love them to pieces. Are they at least a bit 
grateful?  They haven’t said so.  I chat while feeding them.  But it’s  
 

all one-way.
I give, give, give.  They take, take, take.
I sometimes tell them they don’t deserve me.  When the 

goodies are gone, so are they.  And not a word of appreciation from 
any of them.

Will I stop feeding them because they can’t thank me?  Hardly!  
I love them way too much.

Jesus said that (birds) “do not sow or reap or store away in 

barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.”1  That’s the way of 
creation.

Jesus said one other thing in that verse:  “Are you not much 
more valuable than they?”

We can do nothing to warrant our Father’s generosity and 
affection.  And too often we come to him with “Gimme, Gimme” 
prayers and pay little attention to him until the next want arises.

Will he withdraw his generosity because we can’t thank him?
Ah, but we can thank him.

Do we?

Will he withdraw his generosity because we don’t thank him?  
Hardly!  He loves us way too much.

But still, we can thank him.
That’s perhaps why Jesus told us to consider the birds —“for 

they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them.  Are you not of more value than they?” 1  God 
loves us even when we don’t thank him.

1 Matt. 6:26

The latest edition of the Shire’s Get Smart 
booklet is now available. Get Smart 
contains details of a range of learning 

opportunities offered by the Shire, or in 
partnership, during the period January to June 
2008.

Get Smart contains 16 pages of 
seminars, workshops and programs 
designed as a handy guide for 
residents, community groups, 
sports clubs and businesses 
interested in expanding their 
knowledge and skills. Some events 
are free and others have a small 
charge. A light supper is provided 
at most sessions.

The Shire offers these 
learning opportunities because it 
recognises and appreciates the 
vital contribution that residents, 
businesses and volunteers make 
towards improving our community. 
The sessions aim to help people 
from local community organisations 
and businesses to grow and 
develop, by improving their skills 
and enabling them to share 
information.

Here are some examples of courses 
featured in the latest Get Smart booklet:

Business Mums’ Network Yarra Ranges  
This free series of seminars, beginning at 
12.15pm on 19 February at the Lillydale 

Lake Community Room, enables mothers in 
home-based businesses to meet other women 
in business, learn from each other, and share 
new ideas.  

Getting Started in Small Business  
These free sessions provide a comprehensive 
overview of what needs to be considered when 

starting a small business. The first session for 
2008 is on 21 February in the Shire Offices in 
Lilydale, beginning at 9.45am. 

Healthy Horses, Land and Water  Two 
practical, three-part courses will help horse-
owners to better manage soils, weeds and 

pastures. The first course begins at 7pm on 
25 February and the second at 7pm on 26 
February. The cost is $10 per person or $20 
per family. 

Council Grant Application Writing 
Workshop  This free workshop is a hands-on, 
practical session to help community groups 

write applications for the Shire’s 
Community Development and 
Cultural Development Grants. It’s 
on 17 March from 6.30 at the 
Montrose Town Centre.

Grey Water and Rainwater 
Collection for the Home Gardener  
This free session at 7pm on 
9 April in the Shire Offices 
at Lilydale will provide home 
gardeners with lots of information 
about collecting both rain and grey 
water. There’ll be plenty of time 
for questions, and each participant 
will receive a free native plant.

Bookings are essential for 
all courses, on 1300 368 333. 

You can pick up your copy 
of Get Smart 
at any Shire 

Community Link and at 
local libraries. You can also 
access it online at www.
yarraranges.vic.gov.au or 
phone the Shire for a copy 
on 1300 368 333.

Local resident, Mike Southcott loves his pool. 
Talking with him, you quickly sense the great 
pleasure he derives from participating in the 
Eastern Districts Pool League competition 
each week. 

He says his greatest enjoyment 
comes from being part of a team sport and 
experiencing that “team spirit” and the close 
bonds and the firm friendships that develop 
from their intense but friendly rivalry with 
other local teams. 

Mike’s 
Club is based 
at “Rack Em 
Up  Pool Hall” 
in John Street 
Lilydale.  

Other Eastern Districts teams are based 
at RSL Clubs, Hotels and Other Pool Halls. 
Summer and winter competitions make this 
an all-year sport for all enthusiasts – both 
men and women.

One fact Mike is pleased to share is 
that his introduction to pool competition came 
when his son, Ian, invited Dad to join with 
him at the Dorset Gardens Club. Father and 
son played together for four years – enjoying 
that special relationship. Ian has now moved 
on to other pursuits. Mike is “hooked”.

Mike encourages anyone interested in 
finding out more about the competition to 
call in at Rack Em Up to see the teams in 
action and to see if it might be something 
they would personally enjoy. He points out 

that initial skill level is not an issue as 
there are five graded 
levels at which teams 
play. New members 
are always welcome.

Details of playing 
dates and times are 
available from Rack Em 
Up. 9739 7888

Eastern Districts Pool 
League

The Eastern 

Districts Pool League was formed in 
November 1973.

This development was in response to 
a move to form a body of control to manage 
an Eight-Ball competition that had previously 

been established between social clubs at a 
number of eastern suburbs hotels. 

This initiative saw the first season of 
the EDPL commence on the 19th January 
1974.  From these humble beginnings, the 
EDPL has given birth to the Victorian Eight 
Ball Association – from that came … “Pool 
Victoria”. 

A further development was the 
formation of  the Australian Eight Ball 
Federation which contributed to the creation 
of the World Eight Ball Pool Federation.

Today, the Eastern Districts Pool League 
is a thriving part of “Pool Victoria”

It has grown to a total of 16 clubs 
consisting of 40 teams (over 600 members) 
competing in five divisions.

  
 

The boys

Anyone for pool?

Get Smart
A great source of learning opportunities

MAGAZINE OFFER
The above article, “The Boys” is a 
condensed version of the original 
which appeared in the Dec-Jan issue 
of Christian Odyssey magazine.

Living Today in Mooroolbark 
has obtained a number of copies 
of this issue and is happy to make 
them available to interested readers.  
Christian Odyssey is an easy reading 
magazine exploring matters of life and 
faith. 

If you would like one of these 
copies, simply send your name and 
address to the Editor at lewisdm@
bigpond.net.au, or P.O. Box 228, 
Mooroolbark 3138, or by phone  
9726 8898.

Get Smart...A training program In progress

...He says his greatest 
enjoyment comes from being 
part of a team sport and 
experiencing that “team spirit”

          FREE Family  

   FILM NIGHT
   Wednesday March 26th
 ALL WELCOME
Come along to Mooroolbark Community Centre Wed March 26th  
The film“Bee Movie” commences  at 7.30pm.
The usual free ice-cream and tea & coffee will be offered.
 A snack-bar is open during the intermission with “goodies” 
   at great prices

This school holidays program is a joint community service extended to     
       young families in our neighbourhood by...  Mooroolbark Christian                 
          Fellowship, & Mooroolbark Community Centre
            To reserve seats please contact  
                  Mooroolbark Community Centre in  
                        person,  or ring on 9726 5488
  

See ya there!

David Ashton
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LIVINGTODAY in Mooroolbark 

is produced by a group of 
local volunteers
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Doug Lewis

Publication 
Published quarterly as a service to 

our community by 
Mooroolbark Christian Fellowship

Contact 
Phone  03 9726 8898

Mail  PO Box 228 Mooroolbark VIC 3138 
Email  lewisdm@bigpond.net.au 

Distribution
11 500 copies distributed throughout 

Mooroolbark and the 
surrounding district

Contributing Writers for 
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    Randall Bourchier, Adam Gray
           David Ashton, Bob Drane

Barry Austin

Photographs 
 Barry Austin, Randall Bourchier,  

Neil Bucoy, Adam Gray, David Ashton
 

Graphic Design 
Publication Perspectives

Printing
Publication Perspectives

Mulgrave, Victoria

Like to Contribute?
If you have a good news story about of 

people you believe are a good  
example to the community, please 

contact the editor through our church 
office number or by email (at the 

addresses listed above)

MISSION STATEMENT
To contribute towards and to help to 
foster a Growing Community Spirit 
within our neighbourhood.  

We seek to achieve this by:

Highlighting the many positives • 
within our community

Encouraging partnership in               • 
community initiatives

Contributing to the process • 
of identifying and addressing              
community needs and concerns

 

Quote from a presenter: 

“Who could get through 
their day without bopping 
along, “hey?”…with your 
favourite songs?"
 “Yarra Valley FM 99.1 Radio Station” 
station started 23 years ago (1984) in a 
room on the platform at Healesville Railway 
Station.  It began as  “Healesville Co-
operative Broadcasters” and was known 
as The Voice of the Yarra Valley. The 
station is now located in the hills just off 
the Warburton highway at Woori Yallock. 
The friendly staff and caring volunteers 
really make this radio station jump! The 
transmitter is able to reach more than a 50 
kilometre radius from Woori Yallock - which 
covers virtually the whole of the eastern 
suburbs.

Originally the station was classified 
as a “Country Music Station” but this has 
all changed. Easy listening during the 
day is pumped up during the drive times.  
Specialty programs are offered on various 
evenings during the week. These include 
blues music, talk-back, heavy metal, and 
jazz.

Another special feature the station 
provides is called “School’s In”.  This 
program is aired at 10 am on school 
days and is presented by children from a 
number of local primary schools. (20 in 
all).   There are various age groups ranging 
from 9 to 16 years who work in groups of 
3-5. With minimal supervision they run the 
broadcast. The students play their music 
and talk live on 
air in the studio. 
This programme 
has proved to be 
so popular that it 
is included into the 
schools curriculum. 
A further 5 schools 
are planned to 
be added to this 
year’s “Schools In” 
broadcasts. The 
students learn how 
to give the weather 
reports, news items, 
time calls, play 
music  -  all kinds 
of things related to live broadcasting.

There is also an “Outside Broadcast 
Van” which is available for all community 
and special events in the Yarra Valley. The 
Lilydale Show, the Volunteers Expo run 
by the mayor at Lilydale Lakes and the 
Mooroolbark Festival are all events the 
station is involved in. Live to air interviews 

are conducted at all these events. The 
outside crew rode the Ferris wheel at the 
Lilydale Show to give an oral birds eye view 
of the show… how’s that for dedication?  

Community radio tends to attract 
a few listeners who can be really volatile 
but sincerely engage with the station. So 
for those listeners who are reading this, 
please remember that all the presenters are 
volunteers and are truly trying their best to 
entertain you. Also thank you to all those 
who send in good positive feedback with 
requests, emails, and ‘phone calls to the 
presenters. Of the 40 presenters involved 
with the station, I spoke to just 4 These 
were Mims Ellsworth, Greg Carrick, Rob 
Jordan and Charlene Hoseman. Each one 
obviously loves their radio work.
As a community (non-commercial) radio 

station, Yarra 
Valley FM 99.1 
receives two 
primary streams 
of revenue - 
membership 
subscriptions and 
sponsorships  from 
local businesses. 
Sponsorships come 
in the form of paid 
announcements  
which are limited 
to a total of 5 
minutes per hour. 

Yarra Valley FM 99.1 attracts a 
wide audience of individuals, community 
groups and businesses who have a strong 
interest in their local community. To 

become a sponsor 
contact Robyn 
“Bob” Buchanan, 
sponsorship co-
ordinator, on the 24 
hour Sponsorship 
Hotline (03) 
5961 5868 or 
(0400) 645 250 
or email her at; 
“sponsorship@
yarravalleyfm.com”

The mission 
of Yarra Valley FM 
99.1 is to present a 
local radio service 

to the community of the Yarra Valley by 
providing:

Community information sharing •	
Musical Variety •	
Access to individuals and groups •	
Support to emergency services. •	

Barry Austin

Easy Listening
Yarra Valley FM99.1

Yarra Valley Radio Station FM 99.1

Presenter Mims Elsworth 
outside the studio


